The 97th
London Antique
Arms Fair
Autumn 2016
Hotel Ibis London Earls Court,
47 Lillie Road, London, SW6 1UD
Saturday 8 October

A RARE 32 BORE IRISH HAND
ROTATED SEVEN-SHOT
REVOLVING CARBINE
BY W. & J. RIGBY, DUBLIN,
CIRCA 1838
SOLD BY THOMAS DEL MAR LTD. FOR £21,600
INCLUDING PREMIUM

HERMANN HISTORICA

A significant German three-shot wheellock pistol, circa 1610

A pair of Scottish all-metal flintlock
pistols, T. Murdoch in Leith and
Doune, circa 1780
Armour of the Samurai

N E X T AU C T I O N :

Oct. 24 - Nov. 5, 2016

Antique Arms and Armour ) Orders ) Historical Collectibles

International Auctions

Antiquities, Antique Arms & Armour,
Fine Antique & Modern Firearms,
Orders and Military Collectibles

An extremely rare St. George
shashka with diamonds, pattern 1881/1910, gilt grip with
an enamelled miniature of the
Order of St. George, maker’s
mark “Eduard”, master “VD”,
circa 1914

The World of the Samurai – The Rudolf
Ott Collection
All catalogues online by end of September:
A Hand-and-a-half sword
South Germany or Switzerland , circa 1520-1540

www.hermann-historica.com

A German two-shot all-steel wheellock pistol,
Nuremberg, circa 1580

A pair of
doublebarrelled
percussion
pistols,
Joseph
Manton,
London
circa
1820

A heavy
lobstertailed
helmet,
Poland,
mid-17th
century

A daisho, Kanemoto blades,
circa 1530

A pair of percussion side-by-side shotguns with interchangeable barrels for the
Duke of Cambridge, Viceroy of Hanover (1774 – 1850), manufactured by Carl
Philipp Crause, Herzberg, circa 1830

Hermann Historica oHG ) Linprunstr. 16 ) D-80335 Munich ) Phone +49-89-54726490
Fax +49-89-547264999 ) E-Mail: contact@hermann-historica.com
Enquiries to: Nicholas McCullough ) Phone 01798 872 400 ) nicholas.mccullough@hermann-historica.com

THE DAEDALUS COLLECTION OF
ANTIQUE AND MODERN FIREARMS
Thursday 1 December, 2016
Knightsbridge, London

ENQUIRIES
David Williams
+44 (0)20 7393 3807
david.williams@bonhams.com
Patrick Hawes
+44 (0) 20 7393 3815
patrick.hawes@bonhams.com
A FINE AND RARE .36 1855 MODEL
(FIRST MODEL) SIDE-HAMMER
SIX-SHOT SINGLE-ACTION
PERCUSSION REVOLVING SPORTING
RIFLE, NO. 377, CIRCA 1856-59
£10,000 - 15,000
A VERY FINE 7.65MM ‘C-93’
SELF-LOADING PISTOL ‘SYSTEM
BORCHARDT PATENT’, BY
WAFFENFABRIK, NO. 451
£15,000 - 18,000

bonhams.com/armsandarmour

Master Gunmaker
Restorer of Artillery
Antique Arms

A 13pdr Q. F. field gun – P.O.A.
PO Box 355 • Hereford • HR2 9YE
Tel: 07775 643762
E-mail: info@johnsloughoflondon.co.uk
www.johnsloughoflondon.co.uk

The London Antique
Arms Fair 2016
The London Antique Arms Fair
is promoted by Arms Fairs Ltd.
Chairman: John Slough
Secretary: Adam Slough

Arms Fairs Ltd., 8 The Old Forge,
Peterchurch, Hereford HR2 0SD
Tel: 07780 663819
Email: info@antiquearmsfairltd.co.uk
Website: www.antiquearmsfairltd.co.uk

Editors: John Slough and Adam Slough

The London Antique Arms Fair guide
is published on behalf of Arms Fairs Ltd
by Geerings.Print Limited
© Arms Fairs Ltd, 2016.
Printed in England.

All material contained within is
strictly copyright and all rights reserved.
The opinions expressed are not necessarily
those of the publishers. Every care is taken
in compiling the publication,
but the publishers can bear no responsibility
for effects arising therefrom or from the
advertisements contained herein.

A Welcome from the Chairman
The Darkest Day - The 10th West Yorks on
1st July 1916 by Hannah Rogers and Paul Wilcock

10

Index of advertisers

23

Index of exhibitors

24

Table plan for the fair

26

A New Oriental Armoury Catalogue for the
Wallace Collection? by David Edge

28

Bow Street and its Runners
by F Wilkinson

All information correct at time of printing

7

38
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John Slough of London have been in the business of restoration and conservation of cannon and artillery of all periods for over 40 years.
The film industry’s increasing need for blank firing big guns with experienced armourers and firing team means we now have a dedicated stock of
period cannon and artillery ready for hire as well as the ability to produce any custom made piece for individual requirements.

9 Pdr RML Field gun

18 pdr QF Field gun

Complete on period field carriage

Complete on its original field carriage

200 muzzle loading cannon and mortars

24 pdr reproduction
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Scottishcarronades
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A WE LC OM E F ROM THE C HAI R MAN

Welcome to the 97th
London Antique Arms Fair
A warm welcome to everyone attending the 97th London Antique Arms Fair.
We were very sad to learn of the death on 30 June of one of our most respected exhibitors, one of the greatest
experts in the field of antique arms and armour, Edred Gwilliam, known to us all affectionately as Ed. He was always
the perfect gentleman and a treasured friend. I am sure we will all have some excellent memories of him and he
will be so greatly missed by us all.
A wide-ranging consultation with regard to perceived problems with firearms law has been carried out by the Law
Commission, on behalf of the Home Office. It has been working with the sport's governing bodies and others to
understand the alleged failings of current legislation and to try and find solutions. It has now completed its report.
Following the publication of this report the police, the Home Office and the Law Commission appear to have a
problem with the word 'antique' as used in the 1968 Firearms Act. It is common usage to define 'antique' as
applying to objects at least 100 years old. The Act was published in 1968 and so everything made prior to 1868 is
by definition an 'antique'
In February this year I wrote to Martin Parker, Lead Scientist at the National Ballistics Intelligence Service (NABIS)
asking if any crime has been committed using a muzzle loading antique firearm between 1968 and now. His answer
on 1 March is as follows:

'Whilst I cannot give a 100% definitive answer to your question I have been forensic science involved in
firearms since 1987; during this time period, I am unaware of any original (and therefore antique) muzzle
loading guns being used in crime. There have been a handful of muzzle loading weapons used in crime, some
of which have been discharged, but invariably those recovered have been modern reproductions of muzzle
loading revolvers.'
This is unequivocal confirmation that no antique gun has ever been used in crime.
In view of this we would ask the police, the Home Office and the media in general to stop implying that antique
firearms are being used in crime and are a threat to public safety, as there is clearly no evidence to support this.

John Slough
Chairman
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The Passchendaele
Salute 2017
The Passchendaele Salute 2017, under the patronage of Mr
Gordon Campbell, High Commissioner for Canada, will take
place on the morning of 10 November 2017 at the Royal Artillery
Barracks, Woolwich Garrison, London to hold a service of
remembrance and fire 100 blank rounds to commemorate the
centenary of the end of the Battle of Passchendaele.
There will be at least 10 Great War guns drawn
out in turn by a team of horses: 4 x 18pdrs; 3 x
13pdrs; one 4.5 Howitzer, 2 French 75s and
a 13pdr A/A gun on a Pierce Arrow 1917

lorry, and guns from both a Belgian and
French museum. It is expected that the guns
will be manned by teams from UK, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Belgium and France.

Commemorative Gifts

Participants are all volunteers. The charity Combat Stress will
receive all profits. To make a donation or to enquire about sponsorship
please contact John Slough on 07775 643762
www.passc hendae lesalut e2 01 7.co.uk
john@johnslougho flon don.co.uk

‘ THE DARKEST DAY’

‘The Darkest Day’
The 10th West Yorks on 1st July 1916
by Hannah Rogers and Paul Wilcock
As dawn broke on 1st July 1916, under different circumstances the prospect of a fine summer day
would have brought joy to the heart. But the mist that slowly dispersed on the horizon revealed
barbed wire and ominous silhouettes indicating the positions of the German trenches.
The 10th (Service) Battalion, the Prince
of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire
(10th West Yorks), raised as part of
Kitchener’s Army, busied themselves
preparing their equipment and where
they could, drinking tea or eating
breakfast. Some however were more
prescient of the events of the coming
day and remained silent. Their
expectations were to be awfully
exceeded. By the end of the day the
battalion had suffered the highest
casualties of any battalion in a single day.
Many other units in the British and
Commonwealth armies were subjected
to a similar fate. The 1st Newfoundland
Regiment suffered casualties in the assault
on Beaumont Hamel, losing an estimated
685 men from an attacking force of 780.

That dark day is commemorated this year,
100 years later, both across the UK and
the Commonwealth.

Nevertheless they succeeded in halting
the German advance long enough to
prevent the French Fifth Army on their
right from being outflanked.

The assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand of Austria in Sarajevo was the
final spark that began the sequence of
events which would eventually lead to
war. War was declared by Britain and
France on 4th August 1914 and the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) began to
embark for France. The BEF was a small
force comprising 80,000 men, initially
formed into two Corps. The BEF arrived
in France on 16th August, crossing the
Belgian frontier to deploy six days later.
The Battle of Mons was the first
engagement of the war where the BEF
was outnumbered three to one.

During 1915 the number of casualties
among Yorkshire’s soldiers continued to
rise. This was partly due to the arrival in
April of that year, of the 49th (West
Riding) Division, which comprised units
from, the West Yorkshire Regiment, the
Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, the King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and the York
and Lancashire Regiment. This Division
was part of the pre-war Territorial Force
who had volunteered for overseas
service, and bolstered by recruits joining
after the declaration of war in a patriotic
fervour. On taking over front line duties,

Training before deployment
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THE 10TH WE ST YORKS ON 1 ST J ULY 1916

(Northern) Division. Formation and
training for Edward Jackson and other
men of the 10th West Yorks took place in
York. At the start of his service Edward
was assigned the unique Regimental
service number of 11019.

2nd Lieutenants Laycock, Aspinwall, Newton, Howe and Rudd. Rudd was killed in
October 1918
some units suffered casualties, some of
which were from the effects of gas, which
had been introduced by the Germans
during this phase of the war and was used
to devastating effect.
The war continued into 1916, with a shift
in its intensity as the Germans mounted a
major offensive against the fortress of
Verdun and the British and French
countered with their own offensive north
of the River Somme to relieve the
pressure on the front line.
This article will trace the lives of two of the
survivors of the ‘First Day of the Somme’,
Lieutenant Philip Howe MC and Corporal
Edward Jackson MM, both serving with
the 10th (Service) Battalion of the West
Yorkshire Regiment.

As part of the Territorial Force, Edward
would have received call up papers
shortly after the outbreak of war. He
responded to these, enlisting for service
at Otley on 27th August 1914. Edward
was assigned to an infantry regiment, The
Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire)
Regiment, and became part of the 10th
Battalion, probably at his own request.
The 10th Battalion of the West Yorkshire
Regiment was officially formed on 3rd
September, making Edward one of the
first men to join its ranks. The 10th West
Yorks was part of Kitchener’s New Army,
raised in response to the outbreak of war
to support Britain’s small force of
professional soldiers. The 10th Battalion
was part of the 50th Brigade, 17th

Phillip Howe was born 12th April, 1893, in
Ecclesall, Sheffield, the eldest of three
children born to Albert and Edith Howe;
he had two younger brothers, Brian and
Stephen. He lived with his brothers and
parents at 11 Endcliffe Crescent,
Sheffield. His family were clearly
reasonably wealthy, being able to afford
three live-in servants. Phillip initially
worked as a solicitor’s clerk, most likely to
his father, before attending Sheffield
University and qualifying as a solicitor. He
enlisted with the West Yorkshire Regiment
shortly after the outbreak of war and after
unit training was posted to France with the
10th Battalion as a 2nd Lieutenant on 13th
July, 1915.
Howe’s expectations of a long campaign
were short lived. The Regimental Diary
records him being wounded in the back
as a result of shell fire on August 3rd 1915.
He returned to England to recuperate
and eventually re-joined his unit on 19th
April, 1916.
In company with Lt. Howe and the rest of
the battalion, Edward left for France on
9th July, 1915, the same day he was
promoted to Acting Lance Corporal. He
left England for the first time in his life, to
travel to France for active service. He
arrived in Boulogne, with the rest of the
10th West Yorks on 13th July, 1915. On
arrival the battalion was sent to Ypres in

Edward Jackson was born in Sculcoates,
Hull, in 1894. He was the third child of
Sarah Jackson and her husband. Edward
had four siblings, an elder brother and
sister, Ethel and Charles, and a younger
brother and sister, Peter and Anna.
Edward’s father died in the early 1900s.
When war broke out in August 1914,
Edward was 21 and living with his mother
and siblings at 2 Swinburne Street,
Holderness Road, Sculcoates, Hull.
Before joining the army, Edward had
completed an apprenticeship in electrical
engineering, and was working at Earle’s
Shipbuilding and Engineering Co. Ltd.
Hedon Road, Hull.
Edward was 5ft 7½ inches tall, weighed
119lbs and had brown hair and grey eyes.
Alongside his work as a shipbuilding
engineer, Edward had also been part of
the Royal Engineers’ Territorial Force,
before the outbreak of war.

Officers of the 10th West Yorks. Lt. Howe is seated bottom row third from the right
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‘ THE DARKEST DAY’
recovered to return to his battalion by the
12th May, when they moved from
Armentieres to Estaires. From late May
through to mid-June Edward and his
comrades were undergoing intensive
training in preparation for what had
become known as the ‘Big Push’.

10th West Yorks Signals Platoon 1916
Belgium, where he witnessed from behind
the lines the 2nd Battle of Ypres during
which poison gas was first utilised.
Edward had to adjust to life on the
Western Front, largely dictated by a
routine of four days in frontline trenches,
four days in reserve trenches, with a stint
in camps behind the lines, where men
would rest and train. Despite the arduous
conditions, Edward proved to be a good
soldier and on 14th December, L/Cpl
Edward Jackson was promoted to full
Corporal.
For the first few months of his time in
France, Edward’s life was relatively quiet.
The 10th Battalion did not see heavy
shelling or action. One of the first
instances of Edward being directly under
fire was not until the 20th December,
when his unit suffered a gas attack.

The early months of 1916 were spent
training, as enemy action was limited on
the Western Front due to the severe
weather conditions and the build up for
the attack on Verdun. Edward’s first
serious engagement of 1916 was seen at
Oostheok on 1st March, when the 10th
West Yorks was ordered to attack the
German position and recapture trenches
that had previously been lost.
By May, the 10th Battalion had moved
back into France and were billeted at
L’Epinettes. At this location, on 5th May
1916, Edward Jackson and his battalion
were heavily shelled by German forces.
This barrage caused a substantial number
of casualties, and among them was
Edward. Luckily, his wound was not
severe; it appears he was struck by a
shard of shrapnel. Edward was treated at
a Field Hospital, and was sufficiently well

‘B’ Company soldiers in training ‘The Black Hand Gang
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On the 1st of July – the ‘First Day of the
Somme’, Cpl Edward Jackson was serving
with ‘C’ Company of the 10th Battalion of
the West Yorkshire Regiment. The entire
battalion was in the frontline on the 1st
July, and had been ordered to attack the
northern side of the small village of
Fricourt, three miles east of Albert. Their
mission was to secure the village between
the small wood on its northern flank, and
the main Fricourt road, which ran through
the heart of the settlement. Following this
their subsequent objective was to support
the clearance of Fricourt Wood as far as
the Willow Trench.
The battalion was to attack in four waves,
the bombers to work down all the
trenches until they had connected with
the clearing parties from the 7th Yorkshire
Regiment. The troops were to attack by
company, A,D,C and B. Edward Jackson
was in the third wave of attack. He
formed, with other men of his battalion, in
the frontline trench at 7am, as shells flew
overhead towards German lines. At
7.30am the guns lifted and men of the
first 2 waves of the attack crossed ‘No
Man’s Land’, with few casualties. As they
did so German forces, who had not been
heavily hit by shelling, raced from their
shelters and mounted their machine guns.
The carnage had now begun.
Lieutenant Phillip Howe was in the first
wave and, as the artillery fire lifted and the
whistles blew, he led his platoon ‘over the
top’ His orders were to reach, and
successfully capture Lonely Trench. His
crossing of ‘No Man’s Land’ had been as
swift as he could make it, despite orders
that the men must cross at walking pace,
and he had found the barbed wire
destroyed allowing him easy access to the
German first line trench. After a brief duel
with a German officer, effectively
terminated by a well aimed rifle shot from
one of his men, they proceeded towards
their objective, Lonely Trench. Because
Howe’s primary purpose was to seize
Lonely Trench he had paid little heed to
the situation unfolding around him. It was
only as they arrived at the strangely empty
trench did the awful realisation dawn
upon him that he, and his platoon were
not being followed by the rest of the
battalion. It was at this point that Howe
was shot through the hand by a previously
unnoticed German soldier still defending
the trench. Once that situation had been

THE 10TH WE ST YORKS ON 1 ST J ULY 1916

No.5 Platoon ‘B’ Company. Most of these soldiers died on 1st July
resolved and a field dressing applied to
Howe’s hand, came the shock that they
were behind enemy lines, with several
wounded men including his second in
command with little prospect of rescue.
Their options were to press forward which
would have been futile, await support,
which looked increasingly unlikely, or try
to edge their way back to the British lines.
Corporal Edward Jackson could at this
point be regarded as more or less
fortunate, depending on the viewpoint.
As he and his comrades went over the
top in the third wave, they stepped into a
line of murderous machine gun and rifle
fire. The third and fourth lines of attack
were all but annihilated, leaving the first
and second waves to crawl back across
‘No Man’s Land’ as best they could, in
many cases, waiting for nightfall and the
cover of darkness.
Edward Jackson was shot in the thigh as
he began to make his way towards enemy
lines at around 7.50am on 1st July, 1916.
He managed to pull himself back to his
starting trench. From there he was sent to
hospital in Boulogne, before being sent
on to England on 8th July 1916. On
arriving back in his home country his
wounds were treated first at Ripon and
then at Alnwick. Edward Jackson’s war was
over, but, unlike many of his comrades,
he was still alive.

By 10 am the awful reality of the situation
had begun to dawn at Fourth Army
Headquarters. There had been some
gains but there had also been some
terrible losses. The Newfoundlanders had
been ordered to attack from the reserve
trenches but with uncertainty as to
whether the front line German trenches
had already been seized. They had not.
As they crossed ‘No Man’s Land’ they
were confronted by barbed wire and
bunched together to try to get through
any gap they could find. This made them
clear targets and led to the consequent
slaughter, with an estimated loss of 685
men. There had been no news from the
10th West Yorks. To all intents and
purposes, they had disappeared.
Lieutenant Howe and his men were in
fact, gingerly picking their way from the
trench they had captured, back to their
own lines. It was only at this point that the
devastation that had been wreaked upon
his Regiment dawned on Howe.
To his astonishment the morning’s events
were to be followed up with a further
attack by another Regiment at 2.30pm,
which is described in detail in Wyrell’s
‘History of the West Yorkshire Regiment’:

“At 2.33pm ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies of the
East Yorkshires advanced over the
parapet towards Red Cottage. They were
met at once by a murderous machine-gun

and rifle fire and were unable to get on.
‘B’ Company, which had been detailed to
support the attack did not get beyond the
front line. Terrible casualties were suffered
in this second attempt. The two attacking
companies of the East Yorkshires, ‘C’ and
‘D’ were practically swept away when
ever they set foot in No Man’s Land,
which was already thick with dead and
wounded men. This second attempt also
failed and during the night of 1/2nd July
the 50th Brigade was relieved and
marched back to Heilly and Meaulte to
reorganise, though having to provide
carrying parties for the 51st Brigade.
The 7th East Yorkshires lost on the 1st July
4 Officers killed and I Officer wounded:in other ranks the losses were - killed 29,
wounded 72 and missing 17: a total of 5
Officers and 118 other ranks’. In total 438”
Howe also took part in this attack and
received a minor wound to his face. It was
quite clear that the advance was futile and
about 125 casualties were taken in less
than three minutes.
For the 10th West Yorks this was to
become the darkest day in their history.
From full battalion strength at the start of
the attack approximately 750 men were
killed, wounded or missing by the end of
the day. One week later the War Diary
records a battalion strength, even after
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‘ THE DARKEST DAY’

Fricourt after the attack
receiving some reinforcements of 211.
They were deployed in carrying duties
under the orders of the 17th Division HQ.

Fusiliers at Ypres in September the previous
year. They lie beside each other in Ypres
Reservoir Cemetery.

The Regimental diary for the 1st July
describes it as follows:

Phillip Howe continued to serve. On 8th
July, 1916, he was awarded the Military
Cross for his actions on that fateful day.
He was promoted Captain in 1917 and
finally returned home as a result of being
wounded yet again on 3rd May, 1918, at
Mesnil. He died in March 1986 at the age

“July 1st: At 7.30 A.M. the Battn took part
in the grand assault. The objective being
as in the attached orders. On the right
were the 7th Divn & on the left the 21st
Divn. The Battn assaulted in 4 lines. 2
lines got through the German position to
the 4th line & were cut off, the attack on
our left having failed. Casualties were
very heavy chiefly caused by machine
guns which enfiladed our left flank & were
so deadly that the 3rd & 4th lines were
unable to get across no-man’s-land. 27
officers casualties including Lt Col Dickson
Cmdg & Major J Knott 2nd in command
(Both killed & approximately 750 O.R.
The Battn was then withdrawn to Ville.”
The Regimental history describes the day
in retrospect:

“Six hours fruitless fighting had destroyed
one battalion completely and the larger
part of two others. And of what
magnificent stuff had they proved
themselves to be! Each line, with the fate
of those in front terribly evident to their
eyes, mounted the parapet, and stepped
forward to face the same storm of bullets
and to be mown down in the same pitiless
fashion.”
Their commanding officer, Lt. Col. Dickson
had been killed. He had only recently been
attached to them from the South
Lancashire Regiment. Son of Arthur and
Mary Dickson of Montrose, he is buried
with his men in Fricourt New Cemetery. His
second in command also lost his life. Major
James Knott, son of Sir James and Lady
Knott, is not buried with his fallen comrades
but with his younger brother Captain Henry
Knott, age 24 who died of his wounds
while fighting with the 9th Northumberland
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Edward Jackson and his family in 1925
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of 92, at which time he was living in
Bakewell, Derbyshire.
Edward Jackson’s injuries were so severe
that he could not return to active service
and so he was discharged with a pension
and a Silver War Badge which was
awarded to men who were injured in the
line of duty, largely to save them from the
attentions of recruiters.

THE 10 TH WE ST YORKS ON 1ST J ULY 1916

Edward was awarded the Military Medal
for gallantry in the field, for his actions on
1st July. Almost all survivors of 10th
Battalion were awarded the Military Cross,
the Military Medal or the Distinguished
Conduct Medal for their services on 1st
July 1916. He told his family later that he
had received the medal for: “getting his
sergeant a packet of fags”. Edward
subsequently raised a family and his
grandson has generously donated his
medal group to the Prince of Wales’s
Own Regiment of Yorkshire Museum in
York. Edward died on 29th February
1956.
For the British public, the idea of a war
being over by Christmas, 1914 was long
gone and the Battle of the Somme finally
ended the wave of enthusiasm that had
swept the country in 1914 and 1915. By
1916 many families were receiving
notifications of loved ones who had been
killed. By the end of the war, grief had
struck almost every family in the country
in some way. In my own family three great
uncles died, one such soldier was my
father, Harry Wilcock’s maternal uncle,
24113 Private John Bradley of Pudsey who
died aged 20 on 1st July 1916 serving with
10th West Yorks. Like many from that day
he has no known grave and is
commemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial.
On that day almost 20,000 British and
commonwealth troops lost their lives.
Over 2,000 were from Yorkshire
regiments. The last survivors of that
terrible conflict have now all passed away,
but the commemoration of the ‘First Day
of the Somme’ this year will serve to
remind us of their sacrifice made 100
years ago, and provide the opportunity to
spend a few moments remembering the
fallen and paying our respects.
Bibiography and further reading
Hart P., The Somme, Wiedenfield and
Nicolson, London, 2005
Sheffield G., The Somme, Cassell,
London, 2004
Middlebrook M., The First Day of the
Somme, Penguin, London, 2001
All images are copyright Prince of Wales’s
Own Regiment Museum of Yorkshire
archives

Private John Bradley, 24113 killed 1st July 1916. Death Plaque, British War and Victory
medals
Rev Dr Paul Wilcock BEM is Director of
the Arms and Armour Research Institute
at the University of Huddersfield and a
Trustee of the Prince of Wales’s Own
Museum of Yorkshire Museum.

Hannah Rogers MA has previously
worked for the Royal Armouries and is
Assistant Curator of The Prince of Wales’s
Own Regiment of Yorkshire Museum,
based at York Army Museum.
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DRAGOON • POCKET • NAVY • ARMY • POLICE • DERRINGER
SEMI-AUTOS • 1873 SINGLE ACTIONS • 1877/8 DOUBLE ACTIONS
Plus ALL COLT Accessories, Cases, Moulds, Flasks, Holster,
Books and Associated Material

Cased Colt Model 1851 Navy percussion revolver serial number 199819 manufactured
circa 1866. Cased with full accessories.
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P.O. Box 1199, Guildford, GU1 9JR
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1) Rapier, 1835, Bern. Sold for CHF 6500 resp.
GBP 4700. 2) Pair of flintlock pistols, 1817, Geneva.
Sold for CHF 8000 resp. GBP 5800. 3) Mace,
German, around 1490. Sold for CHF 1800 resp.
GBP 1300. 4) Helmet, German, around 1560/70.
Sold for CHF 6500 resp. GBP 4700. 5) A single plate
of Indo-Persian armour, 18th c. Sold for CHF 1800
resp. GBP 1300. 6) Helmet, German, 15th c. Sold for
CHF 11000 resp. GBP 7900. 7) Flintlock rifle/Tüfek,
Ottoman, 18th c. Sold for CHF 1800 resp. GBP 1300.
8) Schiavona, Northern Italy/Veneto, 17th c. Sold for
CHF 1100 resp. GBP 790. 9) Officer's sabre, around
1830, Bâle. Sold for CHF 6000 resp. GBP 4300. (Prices
are hammerprices, not including buyer's premium.)
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Auction of antique arms
23rd to 25th November 2016
We are pleased to accept consignments until 31st, July 2016.
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A NE W OR I E NTAL ARMOURY CATALOGUE?

A New Oriental Armoury Catalogue
for the Wallace Collection?
… and the Appliance of Science
to the Study of Indo-Persian Arms & Armour
by David Edge, Armourer to the Wallace Collection, London
The Armoury of the Wallace Collection was assembled by the Fourth Marquess of Hertford and his son Richard Wallace during
the second half of the nineteenth century. New research into the provenance of their acquisitions, carried out recently as
an integral part of one of the current major re-cataloguing projects being undertaken at the museum, has revealed some
interesting insights into the origins of the collection. While it was previously thought that items in the ‘Oriental’ Armoury were
acquired predominantly by the Fourth Marquess prior to his death in 1870, it would appear that actually both father and son
seem to have been involved individually or together in patronising the dealers and auction rooms of (mainly) Paris, the city
in which they shared a residence, to assemble what today must surely constitute one of the most fabulous personal collections
of decorated Eastern arms and armour in the world. It is certainly true that in the year of his inheriting his father’s art collection
and considerable fortune, Richard Wallace concentrated on the acquisition of princely European armour and weapons to a
far greater extent than Oriental, but it can no longer be said that he lacked any interest in the latter.

Comprising nearly 1,000 pieces, including
a few items of relevant Indo-Persian and
Ottoman decorative metalwork, Sir
Richard’s ‘Oriental Armoury Room’ in
Hertford House was furnished with the
bulk of the collection rescued from Paris
during the Prussian advance on the
French capital in 1870, and was certainly
completed before 1872-3, when Wallace
moved permanently from France to
England and took up residence at
Hertford House, to live surrounded by he
and his father’s priceless paintings,

sculpture, furniture, porcelain, armour
and metalwork collections. His Oriental
Armoury collection was especially rich in
highly-ornamented and decorative
weapons and armour of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, although at its
core there is a magnificent group of
princely seventeenth-century arms.
Amongst these were the personal edged
weapons of courtiers and rulers at the
centre of Mughal Indian, Persian, and
Ottoman courtly life. To top the lot,
arguably the richest and finest-quality

Plate 1 Wallace Collection OA1414, a Persian khanjar dagger dated 1496/7.
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dagger in the whole of the Wallace
Collection (and comparable with the
finest in the world) is a gold-encrusted
Persian khanjar which is dated in the late
fifteenth century (cat. no. 1414, Plate 1).
All these arms were mostly displayed in
densely-arranged wall trophies in a room
on the west side of the building on the
first floor, in the midst of galleries
containing Old Master paintings and
French Ancien Regime furniture (whereas
the Armoury’s present location was
actually a tack-room and grooms’
quarters, next to the stables!). The
Oriental Armoury was mirrored by a
similar first-floor state-room on the east
side of the building containing the
European Armoury, again sandwiched
between ‘Art’ galleries. This fact is central
to any understanding of how the Hertford
and Wallace arms collections came to be
formed… they were themselves ‘Art’
collections, and were never intended to
be seen as didactic or glorifying displays
of military history or warlike prowess.
On the death of Sir Richard’s widow in
1897 the Wallace Collection (named in
memory of her husband) was
bequeathed to the British nation as a
static non-acquiring permanent museum
collection. After some years spent
adapting the building to its new purpose,
it finally opened its doors to the public in
1900. By that time, cataloguing of the

A NE W OR I E NTAL ARMOURY CATALOGUE?

Plate 2 Wallace Collection OA1404, Ranjit Singh
sword c.1830-39, with a wootz ‘watered’-steel
blade.

collections by the new museum’s
curatorial staff was already well under
way; the contents of the Armoury, both
European and Oriental, was first
catalogued by Sir Guy Francis Laking, in
separate volumes. His small unillustrated
‘Catalogue of Oriental Arms & Armour in
the Wallace Collection’ (Ref. 1.) was
published in 1914, containing many errors
not just of attribution (for which he could
perhaps be forgiven) but of numbering
and order. It is a work that shows many
signs of having been produced in a hurry,
and sadly its many errors remained
uncorrected in the second edition
(produced in 1964), which only differed
from the first by the addition of five pages
of supplementary notes added at its end.
In 1978 the second edition was reprinted
without any alterations or corrections at
all, and still without illustrations, … a
wasted opportunity, deeply frustrating for
those few of us who were beginning to
develop a serious interest in the subject,
although understandable in the light of a
general lack of both interest and money
at the time, doubtless compounded by
the fact that the staff of the museum
stood on the brink of a decade of major
disruption occasioned by the installation
of air conditioning in all of its galleries,
necessitating major structural alterations to
the interior of the house and its complete
redecoration and re-display afterwards.
The
present
steadily-accelerating
worldwide interest in Eastern (and
especially Islamic) art and history in both
the academic and collecting fields is a

relatively recent phenomenon. Forty to
fifty years ago, however; the priority was
almost always usually European arms and
armour. The Armoury Curator of the
Wallace Collection at that time was Vesey
‘Nick’ Norman, and although he was
appointed Master of the Armouries at
H.M. Tower of London in the late 1970s,
he nevertheless still retained a part-time
role as ‘Inspector of the Armouries at the
Wallace Collection’, and most of the work
for his seminal study ‘The Rapier and
Small Sword 1460-1820’ (published in
1980) was undertaken while at the
Wallace.
His
enormously
useful
‘Supplement’ to the 1962 European Arms
and Armour catalogues produced by Sir
James Mann was published in 1986, by
which time most of the major gallery
works within the museum had been
completed, and a new era was just
around the corner.
Nick Norman officially retired from the
Tower in 1988, but kept working
nonetheless, and it was he who (before
his untimely death in 1998) lent his support
to the idea of a new Oriental Armoury
catalogue, and authorised the author of
this article to begin preparing and
fundraising for it. Those early fundraising
efforts were generously supported by the
organisers of this same London Arms Fair,
who kindly provided the Wallace
Collection with a publicity stand ‘pitch’
from which to woo collectors and scholars
alike, and in time, others lent their support
as well. Meanwhile, Nick continued to
keep up-to-date with the current state of
knowledge in the field of Oriental Arms
and Armour; he ordered a copy of
Laking’s original catalogue to be re-bound
with extra blank pages interleaved
throughout, and covered those pages with
his trademark tiny handwriting, noting
down the opinion of every collector,
scholar or interested visitor to the Oriental
Armoury. He also sought out and
corrected most of Laking’s numbering and
ordering errors, and in his last few years of
active life, started work on compiling a
typology of Indian sword hilts.
Those determined fundraising efforts
eventually proved successful, securing a
major donation (the first of many) from a
passionately
enthusiastic
private
benefactor and armour collector, with
other like-minded individuals to follow…
but with supreme irony, the funds were
not to be used for the production of an
Oriental arms and armour catalogue, an
area in which the donor had no interest
whatsoever, but for a new digital

European Armoury catalogue. Digital
technology now meant that, unlike paper
publishing, one was no longer constrained
to accept one or two photographs of
each piece, but could have several, to
include illustrations of constructional
details, makers’ marks, inscriptions,
interiors, different angles, for over 1,300
individually catalogued objects … and all
in colour. The opportunity was too good
to refuse… the embryonic work on the
Oriental catalogue was shelved, and
instead, cleaning and conservation of
European armour and weapons gathered
pace towards the necessary new colour
photography, and interns and volunteers
began transcribing the James Mann
catalogue text into digital form (by hand…
Julie, Heather and Brian, your names will
live on in glory forever!). A specialist
photographer (Cassandra Parsons, who
took many of the photographs illustrating
this article) was appointed, and a new
dedicated Curator of Arms and Armour,
Tobias Capwell, was brought on board,
until finally, in 2011, the revised and reillustrated digital European Armoury
catalogue on USB (Ref. 2) was successfully
launched,
accompanied
by
a
‘Masterpieces’ book, to win the Apollo
magazine Book of the Year Award.
However, the desperately urgent need for
a new Oriental Armoury catalogue still
remained, made all the more urgent by
the Collection’s shop running out of the
old Laking catalogue (exacerbated by the
pulping of ‘surplus’ catalogue stock some
years previously), and with the success of
the digital format it was a foregone

Plate 3 The author examining a plate of Persian
armour on the Wallace Collection’s Vickers
reflected-light metallurgical microscope
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conclusion that any new publication
would follow a broadly similar format. In
these rather more enlightened times, and
spurred on by blossoming worldwide
interest and enthusiasm in the field, it has
thankfully now proved possible to secure
proper levels of funding for the project.
Additionally (bearing in mind that the
current task is to catch up with one
hundred years of scholarship rather than
only twenty-five, the level of the Oriental
catalogue’s state-of-knowledge when we
began this endeavour being not hugely
advanced from its first incarnation in
1914), we have also been granted a
realistic timeframe to radically reform the
extent of our knowledge of this very
complex and still under-researched area.

Plate 4 Wallace Collection mid-19th century Indian katar dagger OA1854: its centre is made of
patterned wootz ‘watered’ steel, but the blade edges and tip are made of ferrite, a much-inferior
plain wrought iron, originally burnished bright.

The past few years have seen an
extraordinary
influx
of
specialist
consultants coming into the Wallace
Collection from both inside and outside
the U.K. to re-examine the contents of
the Oriental Armoury with fresh eyes and
expert knowledge, ranging from jewellers,
gemmologists, hard tissue (bone and
ivory) analysts, linguists and translators,
textile scholars, organic materials analysts,
curators, conservators, restorers and
academics of every kind, conversant in an
extraordinary range of fields, all lending
their weight of scholarship to the
cataloguing project. Much of this
academic research has been funded by
the Leverhulme Trust, while other smaller
individual Trust Funds too numerous to
mention have supported other aspects of
the work, including specific conservation
projects involving, for example, the
conservation of textiles, and of mail.

Plates 5 & 6 Wallace Collection mid-19th century Indian katar OA1874: the entire decorated centre-section of the blade is an insert of ‘watered’ wootz
steel, but the edges, though made of steel, are not wootz.
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Plates 7, 8 & 9 OA 1484, one of the finest quality katar daggers in the Wallace Collection: the centre is made of wootz ‘watered’ steel, as are the
edges and blade-point… but the latter have been made from a different wootz ingot

One of the most important areas requiring
new research, however, was the
metallurgy of Eastern arms and armour,
about which very little was known indeed.
In particular, the manufacture and use of
so-called ‘’Damascus’ steel, also known (in
India… however, the name often varies
according to nationality/locality) as
‘wootz’, was and still is imperfectly
understood, suffering as it does from
centuries of confused terminology and
misunderstood technology. A high-carbon
crucible steel (not the result of ‘piling’ or
pattern-welding) capable of bearing a
variety of delicately ‘watered’ patterns on
its surface integral with the microstructure
of the metal, its highly specialised
manufacture was the particular preserve
of the Indian sub-continent, Iran, and
Central Asia, being almost unknown (and
certainly not manufactured) throughout
most of late-medieval and Renaissance
Europe. A majority of the Indo-Persian
blades and armour in the Oriental
Armoury are (we think) made of wootz,
although due to wear over time, or (often)
harsh and uncomprehending overcleaning in previous centuries, many of the
originally patterned surfaces have now
been scoured bright. Only rarely can one
find an example of a sword, dagger or
piece of armour that appears to retain its
original surface; however, one such
weapon (cat. no. OA1404), described in
the nineteenth century as being ‘the
hunting sword of Runjeet Singh’, famous
founder of a Sikh dynasty in the Punjab
shortly before the Anglo-Sikh Wars of the
1840s, is illustrated here (Plate 2). The
‘spaghetti’-like watered pattern on the
surface of the blade is clearly visible.

The digital European Armoury catalogue
was able to benefit from the nothing-lessthan
heroic
life’s
work
of
archaeometallurgist Alan Williams, whose
major publication ‘The Knight and the Blast
Furnace’ now constitutes the world’s
principal (if not sole) database of
metallurgical analyses of European armour
from the Late Middle Ages until the end
of the seventeenth century, informing
scholars’ opinions and aiding museum
curators and collectors alike in attributing
European armour to specific nationalities,
dates, and sometimes even individual
workshops. No such database exists for
Eastern steels, however, and particularly
not for patterned wootz ‘Damascus’ steel.
The work in America of John Verhoeven
and Al Pendray in investigating, and then
replicating, this extraordinary material is
well known (Ref. 3), but their research
never approached even the possibility of
the mass analysis of firmly-dated historic
examples to create a database of
production techniques and characteristics,
in the same way that Alan Williams was
able to do for European armour. It will be
many years, if ever, before such a
database of Eastern armour and blades
can be reliably constructed, but
nevertheless, intrigued by the differences
evident between European and Eastern
plate armour and edged weapons, and
despite the many problems posed by this
new field of interest, Dr. Williams has for
some time now been turning his attention
to the investigation of Indo-Persian (and
Japanese) metallurgy (Ref. 4).
It is at this point that one hits a serious
snag, however. The metallurgical analysis

of European armour was only able to be
carried out by mounting, polishing and
micro-etching a small section of the edge
of an item of plate-armour under
investigation, after which one could then
examine it on the stage-plate of a
reflected-light metallurgical microscope
such as the Vickers machine used at the
Wallace Collection (Plate 3). If that was
not possible, then one could sometimes
take a tiny sample (often no more than
1mm in diameter, a delaminated flake
from the interior surface, for example) to
mount separately in a small polyester
block for subsequent analysis. However,
this it is not usually possible to do, if one
is dealing with blades rather than armour
plate, particularly if the blade in question
is in near-pristine physical condition, as is
the case with the many superior
specimens in the Wallace. In any case,
conservation analytical science has
moved on over the past decade or two,
and the emphasis in the modern museum
world today is increasingly focussed on
non-invasive analysis techniques, many of
which cannot be applied to ferrous
metals.
Some very limited metallography of
Eastern armour has been carried out in
the laboratory of the Wallace Collection,
initially to investigate the seemingly
frequent use in seventeenth to
nineteenth-century Indo-Persian armour
of composite wootz/ferrite (iron)
structures, wherein an iron border has
been part-riveted and forge-welded to a
patterned wootz crucible-steel centre,
the border (including the joint-line, if any)
subsequently covered in gold counterfeit-
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and uninformative lecture, to wind up in
the conference bar, where in the course
of conversation it transpired that they had
several interests very much in common.
The two were Alan Williams and
Francesco Grazzi, a scientist working for
the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche
(CNR), the National Research Council of
Italy, a public institution founded in 1923
to support scientific and technological
research. Most importantly, according to
its charter the CNR freely ‘promotes and
carries on research activities, in pursuit of
excellence and strategic relevance within
the national and international ambit, in the
frame of European cooperation and
integration’… in other words, permitting
international co-operation in such ‘world
culture’ heritage-relevant scientific
investigations as ours. Furthermore, CNR
had already identified a particularly useful
avenue for non-invasive analysis of
materials, including ferrous metals…
neutron diffraction. There being no
neutron sources in Italy, the organisation
had over the past thirty years forged a
mutually
beneficial
collaborative
relationship with the neutron spallation
source ISIS, part of the Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory complex near
Harwell in the U.K., and Francesco was on
good working terms with Antonella
Scherillo, the Italian instrument scientist
for the Italian Neutron Experimental
Station (INES) at ISIS.

Plate 10 This katar dagger, from a private collection, dates from the first half of the 18th century:
the chiselled decoration of the centre has been made from two different forms of wootz watered
steel (presumably to highlight the bird forming the central rib), while the edges are different again…
not crucible steel at all, but a steel with so little carbon in it that it is virtually wrought iron.

damascening (commonly termed koftgari),
presumably to conceal the underlying
inferior nature of the metal. It has been
estimated that wootz could be ten times
or more the price of iron, so there may
have been a commercial advantage in
constructing armour in this way. Judging
from the interiors (where these are visible
and not obscured by permanently-fixed
textile linings), most of the many hundred
helmets, shields, vambraces and char-aina
plates of body-armour in the Wallace
Collection Oriental Armoury are made in
this way. To avoid undue ‘sampling’ of the
Collection’s armour, however, most of the
research work undertaken by the author
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and Alan Williams on this particular
conundrum has been carried out on
similar pieces in private collections,
specifically lent by their owners for the
purpose of scientific enquiry and research
(Ref. 5 & 6).
Given that the science of metallography
could only take one so far, therefore, and
that the desirability for ‘non-invasive’
analysis in museum collections was
becoming increasingly self-evident, it was
pure serendipity that in 2008 two
delegates at an archaeometallurgical
conference in Huttenberg should both
escape from the same particularly tedious
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To cut a long story short, that chance
conversation in a bar led to a cooperative scientific research venture
between the Wallace Collection and the
Italian Neutron Experimental Station
(INES) at ISIS, a neutron and muon
particle research institution that is home
to the largest and most developed
neutron spallation source in the world.
Funded by the Science and Technology
Facilities Council (STFC) of Great Britain,
part of its work supports cultural heritage
research projects such as our own
investigation of wootz ‘watered’ steel by
non-invasive neutron diffraction. It is
important to point out that during the
early days of this research we were at
great pains to correlate the results of
neutron diffraction with those from
metallography (Ref. 7), not using the
Wallace Collection museum’s art-works in
our experiments, but benefiting from the
kindness and generosity of a small number
of private collectors who were willing to
subject their swords, daggers and armour
to metallographic analysis, followed by
neutron diffraction. In every case, the
results were closely comparable,
confirming the validity of neutron
diffraction as a means of safely and non-
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leading directly to the successful analysis
of actual museum objects late last year
and just a month ago this year.
In November last year, sixteen IndoPersian swords from the Oriental Armoury
of the Wallace Collection were analysed
by neutron diffraction at INES, followed in
March this year by a further twenty-nine
daggers and axes. It is in the latter group
that some of the most intriguing and
exciting discoveries have been made,
currently in the process of being
reviewed, evaluated and prepared for
publication in a scientific paper to be
published probably next year.

Plate 11 & 12 An 18th-century katar dagger from a private collection: although the blade is of a
different form to the others, it retains the same two-piece construction: both centre and bladeedges are of wootz crucible steel, but from different ingots

invasively analysing museum art-objects. It
is also only fair to acknowledge that we
investigated neutron sources outside the
UK as well, establishing a very useful
relationship in 2011 with the Budapest
Neutron Centre in Hungary, where thanks

to EU funding programmes such as COSTG8, CHARISMA, nmi3, and most recently
IPERION-CH, much of the preliminary
experimental analyses underpinning all
our present work were undertaken on
non-Wallace Collection material (Ref. 8),

Plate 13 A 19th-century Indian axe from a private collection, analysed both at BNC and INES:
although seemingly made from wootz ‘watered’ steel, neutron-diffraction analysis has revealed the
main body to be ferrite (iron) with only a ‘veneer’ of steel forge-welded over the visible surface

In particular we were surprised to discover
that composite multi-part blade
construction seems to have been the
norm for Indian katar ‘push-daggers’,
whether of eighteenth or nineteenthcentury date. It had already been noted
by scholars in the field that certain
categories of broad-bladed katar daggers
believed to be from the north-western
region of India, with chiselled and golddamascened figures of men and animals
decorating the centre of their blades,
sometimes bore evidence of a visible
weld line between the broad usually
slightly-recessed centre, made of
patterned wootz, and the blade edges,
traditionally burnished bright with no
pattern visible. It has always been
presumed that a plain un-patterned steel
was conventionally used for the blade
edge and tip, the expensive wootz being
used sparingly only where its patterned
surface could be seen, but our
investigations have revealed an enormous
variation in the quality of metal used for
the blade-edges. These vary from highcarbon wootz steel (but often of different
composition to that in the centre, and
sometimes without a pattern) to plain
ferrite and slag… basically, low-quality
wrought iron, yet welded to a high-carbon
wootz steel centre… in twenty-first
century terms, completely counterintuitive! Amongst the batch of daggers
taken to INES most recently we have also
identified one or two with three-part
composite-structure blades, where the
centre is made out of two different wootz
steels, perhaps originally intended to
contrast with each other, surrounded by
an inferior-quality metal constituting the
blade-edge. Finally, the analysis of
eighteenth and nineteenth-century Indian
axe-heads has revealed that many of the
most heavily decorated examples are not
actually made of steel at all, but are
wrought iron, even at the cutting edge,
while others are (as we had originally

THE LONDON ANTIQUE ARMS FAIR GUIDE

33

A NE W OR I E NTAL ARMOURY CATALOGUE?

References:
1. Laking, Sir G. F., ‘Wallace Collection
Catalogues: Oriental Arms And
Armour’, Trustees of the Wallace
Collection, London, 1914 (second
edition, 1964)
2. Capwell T., Edge, D., and Warren J.,
‘Masterpieces of Arms and Armour in
the Wallace Collection’ (cased with an
up-dated catalogue of the European
Armoury on USB), Paul Holberton
Publishing, London, 2011
3. Verhoeven, J., and Peterson, D.,
Materials Characterization, vol 29,
335-341 (1992)
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Plate 15 Wallace Collection Indian flanged mace OA1601, the individual flanges of which are
made accidentally or intentionally from different steels having completely different carbon contents.

34

THE LONDON ANTIQUE ARMS FAIR GUIDE

All images kindly supplied by The Wallace
Collection and copyright remains with them.
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B OW STREE T AND ITS RUNNERS

Bow Street and its Runners
by F Wilkinson
Bow Street is an unassuming street in Covent Garden, Central London but it has acquired a prime
place in the history of crime and policing as being the base of the Runners. The Bow Street Runners
were a group of law-enforcement officers prominent in the late 18th and early 19th centuries and their
fame has rather lead to the belief than any object marked Bow Street must have belonged to them.
Together with their fame they have, sadly, acquired certain associated inaccuracies such as wearing
red waistcoats and patrolling the streets, ideas mentioned by some writers who have confused the
Runners with other units. The magistrates based at Bow Street were responsible for various other
police units the Night, Day, Mounted and Dismounted Patrols. Members of these units did wear
uniforms including red waistcoats and did carry out regular patrols. They were usually armed with
swords, pistols and truncheons and their equipment was often, but not always, appropriately labelled.

The patrols were limited to certain areas
of London and duties, whereas the
Runners had no such limitations and were
allowed to serve anywhere in the country
and on the Continent. This distinction is
made by Sir Nathaniel Conant i, Chief
Magistrate at Bow Street, when giving
evidence to a Parliamentary Select
Committee ii. He detailed the size of his
force as comprising 87 patrols, 13
Conductors (leaders) and eight police
officers - these were the Runners. They
received 21 shillings a week iii with no
proscribed limits of operation. Their duties

William Parker was a prime supplier of
weapons to Bow Street. The front of his shop
survived until the 1930s and here was
photographed in the 1920s.
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might take them anywhere and the
records show they dealt with cases across
England and parts of the Continent.
Conant also told the Committee that
these officers were appointed only after
long observation of their service and
character. He explained that Runners
engaged on a case were employed by
and paid for by victims of the crime;
however, in the event of a successful
investigation they might also be entitled to
an official reward as specified by certain
Acts of Parliament. Records indicate that
the Runners were also armed but unless
there is supporting evidence it is unsafe
to allocate any item to these officers if just
marked Bow Street. One or two items
bearing the name of a Runner have been
recorded but they are rare.
A few items of Runner memorabilia such
as handwritten letters survive in the Royal
Mailarchives and private collections.
There is also a receipt signed by the most
famous Runner, John Townsend which has
every indication of being genuine but
without provenance cannot positively be
so described. There is a diary kept by
Henry Goddard and published in 1956.
He served as a Runner at Marlborough
Street Police Office in 1826 and at Bow
Street from 1834 but by then the
importance of the Runners had been
diminished by the formation of the
Metropolitan Police.
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Equally there are very few contemporary
illustrations of any Runners iv; the best
known one is taken from a book by
Count Gronovv. This gentleman became
very friendly with the most famous
Runner, John Townsend (1760-1832) and
tells anecdotes painting him as a very
colourful character. Runners had no
uniform and the only traced description
of a Runner is one of Townsend given by
Gronovvi : a little fat man with a flaxen wig,
kerseymere breeches, a blue straight-cut
coat, and a brimmed white hat; no
mention of a red waistcoat! His physical
appearance seems to have been less than
impressive but his reputation was certainly
remarkable for, on July 12 1805, The
Times carried a report about a small riot at
the London Opera House that was
apparently quelled as soon as Townsend
appeared. His reputation may have
suffered somewhat when the Times
reported that on 13 March 1800 he had
his hat stolen at the Chapel Royal!!
Townsend gave evidence to the
Committeevii stating that he had been an
officer some four and 30 years,
suggesting a starting date of 1782 which
matches with his first recorded case at the
Old Bailey. The Proceedings of the Old
Bailey provides details of this case on 10th
April 1783 and in another case on 25th
February 1784, he states that he was at
Bow Street and, on 23rd February 1785

B OW STR EE T AND ITS RUNNERS

A depiction of the Court Room at Bow Street in the early 19th century showing the magistrate seated at his desk with prisoners and witnesses
awaiting their turn.

when questioned, he says that he had
been at that office for two years. His last
recorded court appearance was on 1st
December 1819 and he died on 10th July
1832 at his house in Pimlico, London.
Little is known of his private life but he
apparently had at least one son as
indicated by a report in The Times of
Friday 4 February 1804 which said that
Lavender (another Runner) and John
Townsend Jnr stopped two men in St.
Giles, Holborn, and one of them had
stabbed Townsend. The wound was
serious and it was feared that he might
not survive but happily he did.
The son, Josephviii, was in the news again
when The Times on 10 September 1804
reported that he had been sentenced to
one month imprisonment by the
Middlesex Session at Clerkenwell for a
fracas in June at the Court on the King’s
Birthday. He apparently tried to escort a

visitor to the front of the crowd: a soldier
attempted to stop him, where upon
Joseph raised his staff ix and gave him a
violent blow which brought him to the
ground and he then did the same to
another soldier who intervened. Joseph
Townsend was arrested, taken to Bow
Street and charged. At the trial he
accused the soldiers of being drunk but
the magistrate made it clear that he did
not believe that and duly sentenced him.
The normal procedure for a witness giving
evidence was to take the oath and then
declare their authority; sometimes officers
were specifically questioned as to their
status. The most usual response to such
an enquiry was the blunt assertion I am an
Officer which accords with Conant’s
description of eight police officers. In all
the recorded statements, only one of the
officers referred to himself as a Bow
Street Runner. This happened during a

Typical Bow Street sword and scabbard. The blade is etched with Parker’s name and address and
It has a brass knuckle guide usually found on early examples.

Flintlock pistol circa 1810 with a brass trigger
guard engraved Dismounted Horse Patrol. This
unit patrolled on foot and served as a reserve
to the Mounted Horse Patrol.

Flintlock pistol circa 1820. The trigger guard is
engraved 25 and barrel is engraved Public
Office W Parker maker to his majesty Holborn
Bow Street.

case of 1790 when a William Cooke
stated that I am a Runner at Bow Street. A
William Cooke gave evidence on 12
Jan.1792 and declared I am a patrol of
Bow Street and assuming it is the same
man, it is possible he was, perhaps, using
the term Runner loosely.

THE LONDON ANTIQUE ARMS FAIR GUIDE

39

B OW STREE T AND ITS RUNNERS

Tipstaff the body engraved J Birchall Public Office Bow Street...This officer is featured in several
trials of the1820s and in which he describes himself as An Officer and thus may be described
as a runner.

The association of the Runners with Bow
Street can be traced back to an obscure,
ex-army Justice of Westminster and
Middlesex. Details of the life of Sir
Thomas de Veil are a little obscure but like
all magistrates he opened up an office, at
first in Leicester Fields (present day
Square) and then in Frith Street, Soho.
Later he moved into the office in Bow
Street which, if the evidence of Jane
Taylor, given on 16th January 1734 is to be
believed, had something of a reputation,
as she stated that she lived in Bow Street,
also known as Thieving Lane. George
Allen giving evidence in January 1757
made the same comment.
The origin of the Runners is much more
closely linked to an author and playwright,
Henry Fielding (1707-1754). He had an
early successful career as a playwright
which was cut short in 1737 when an Act
of Parliament made it obligatory for a play
to be approved by a censor and then to
obtain a licence before it could be

performed. Seeking an alternative source
of income he returned to the Middle
Templex in London to study law. He was
called to the bar in 1740 and he was
eventually able take his oath of office as a
Middlesex magistrate and, after various
procedures, was then entitled to hear
cases.
Henry Fielding occupied the Bow Street
office until failing health forced him to
undertake a health-saving trip to Lisbon,
Portugal where he died in October 1754.
It was during his time at Bow Street that
Henry managed to persuade a number of
ex-constables who had completed their
period in office to continue their duties
and so form what became known as the
Bow Street Runners although this title
seldom appears in official records. Whilst
at Bow Street he was helped by his blind
half-brother John, later Sir John Fielding
(1721-1780) who, after Henry’s death,
took over the premises and held office as
a magistrate until his death.

There has long been conjecture as to
when the term Runner was first used but,
based on an analysis of the website
Proceedings of the Old Bailey, it is possible
to make a reasonable assumption. A trawl
of trials between 1745 and 1845 gives the
number of times that the term ‘runner’
occurs, 114. In general the context appears
to indicate that the term was applied to
messengers or intermediaries. The first use
of this title that seems to suggests that it
might just be linked to law enforcement
dates back to July 1732 when, during one
of the cases, there is a reference to Will
Balt a runner of Newgatexi. In the case of
Thomas Parker 28th July 1744 there is the
statement I found he was a runner at the
Counter, a contemporary term for the
Poultry Compter, a small City of London
prison. In January 1745 a prisoner, Martha
Stracey, accused somebody of being a
runner at goals and gets his living that way.
There are similar connections with prisons
in the case of Mathew Kelly, April 1754,
when it was said that he was a runner at
the Gatehouse and with the case of
Francis Pryer 9th April 1755 when there is
reference to a person named Wright. He is
accused of receiving stolen goods and is
identified as a runner at Mr Fielding’s office
to carry persons backwards and forwards.
This description would seem to indicate
that he was an escort rather than an active
officer. This service by runners is
apparently confirmed in the case of Peter
Murphy on 3 July 1771 when John Atwood
is described as a runner at Clerkenwell
Bridewell xii; that is to take the prisoners
up to the justices for examination, and the
like. Runners were apparently open to
offers for extra services as in the case of
Ann Claxton, September 1769, who stated
I promised a crown to a runner at Bridewell
to take the other prisoner first.
It seems clear from two cases that the term
Runner was employed for staff at offices
apart from Bow Street; in the case of
Nicholas Marrian, 17th January 1773, there
is mention of a Runner of Justice
Sherwood and in the case of Alexander
Tate 18 October 1775 there is a reference
to a Runner to Justice Camper xiii.

Hanger and scabbard both numbered 75 and the blade etched W Parker Bow Street Office.
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From this period on the term frequently
occurs in cases but one exchange during a
trial, John Mayo 22 May 1776, seems to
suggest that the title Runner was not highly
regarded by this officially appointed officer.
Three men were being tried for highway
robbery and one had been taken by
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Light Cavalry sabre and steel scabbard as carried by members of the Mounted Horse Patrol until
the 830s

Charles Grubb who was giving evidence
and was cross examined as to his status.

I am a constable; I took Mayo (one of the
accused)

Are you connected at all with the
gentlemen at the Public Office in Lichfield
Streetxvi
I know them all-I met them promiscuously

You say you are a constable; what business
are you? A perukexiv maker

Do you know Messenger –Yes

You serve for yourself and not a substitute
? For myself.

Usually called a runner –yes

xv

You are not a Runner to an office? I am a
constable; I do not know what you mean
by a Runner; if I see a thief I will take him or
go anywhere after one for the good of my
country.
In the case of Joseph Rowlas 6th April 1785
the cross examination of a witness seeks to
establish if somebody was, or was not, a
runner

A gentleman of Lichfield Office –Yes
Whilst the officers involved generally seem
determined to avoid being labelled as a
runner there is an exception. In the trial of
John M’Carty on 12th December 1787
Jacob Freeman is questioned about
another officer.

Roberts is another thief taker?
I do not know what he is; I am a constable.
He belongs to the insurance office in the
City?
He certainly is a thief taker, because he
took the prisoner.

A constable of the newly formed Metropolitan
Police of 1829. This new force gradually
reduced the role of the Public Offices in law
enforcement and eventually led to their
closure.

John Townsend as depicted in Gronov’s
memoirs

Which of the shops do you belong to?
I am a constable to his Grace the Duke of
Bedford; I belong to the Public Office in
Bloomsbury.

A receipt apparently signed by the famous runner John Townsend but, lacking provenance,
cannot be positively authenticated.
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Random Selection of Runners and cases
John Vickery
26 Oct. 1811 on a case with Lavender
4 Apr. 1813 Dealing with a robbery in
Salisbury
19 Feb. 1814 two men charged with
wounding him but discharged on a
technicality
1 Feb 1815 with Bishop on a case with
Bishop at Bishop Stotford
9 Sept. 1815 forgery case at Bow Street
9 Dec. Arrived back in London from a
case
14 Sept 1818 involved with Vickery in
Palmerston shooting incident
20 Apr. 1820 back from Dieppe
12 Dec. 1820 at York
20Jan. 1828 Governor of Coldbath
House of Correction

John Sayer
28 Dec.1795 Bow Street 5 Oct1802
Bow Street

Patrick Macmanus
5 Oct.1802 Bow Street 7 Oct.1805

William Adkins
7 Oct. 1805 back from Liverpool
17 Nov. William Adkins Bow Street officer
elected Governor of Coldbath House of
Correction
23 July 1811 with Vickery and Lavender
made an arrest
5 Apr. 1813 Mr Adkins Keeper of the
House of Correction
Front of a Bow Street warrant signed by John Fielding. The signature is scrawled because he
was blind but the same mark appears on several fully authenticated documents.

21 Feb. 1818 Harry Adkins
17 Mar.1818 gone to Dorset

John Townsend
Then you are a common runner to that
office/
Yes sir, I am constable
How long have you been a runner
belonging to that office/Two years and a
half.
The analysis of examples quoted above
justify a reasonable assumption that the
title Runner, with a law-enforcement
connection, first appears in the 1730s and
by the 1770s was closely associated with
police work. With the formation of the
Metropolitan Police in 1829 and the
demise of the Public Offices in the 1830s
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the Runners were increasingly bypassed
and the term lost any legal association. It
continued to be used when referring to
men taking bets for illegal street
bookmakers.

4 Apr. 1800 stopped a gate crasher at a
lady’s party

Stephen Lavender
23 Sept.1811 dealt with a case in Salisbury
26 Oct 1811 in Oxfordshire

Appealing though it may be to define a
Bow Street item as runner property, it is
inappropriate without further provenance
or information. The Bow Street Office was
active from 1745- to 1830 and during that
period there were several purchases of
equipment often from different dealers
whose system of marking may well have
varied. A few named items have been
recorded but they are rare.
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9 Mar.1815 Queen Square
14 Oct. 1815 big mail robbery
15 June 1821 Bow Street
2 May 1832 Manchester

John Limbrick
15 Mar.1806 Bow Street at opera
7 Aug.18215 John Vickery at Hatton
Garden

B OW STR EE T AND ITS RUNNERS
27 Feb. 1818 Thomas examined before
a Committee of House of Commons
15 Aug 1823 Bow Street

Samuel Taunton
17 Dec. 1807 Bow Street Taunton with
his patrol
18 Apr.1818 Bow Street
17 Feb.1822 Principal officer at Bow
Street
3 Nov. 1828 Aylesbury Bow Street
i

Nathaniel Conant (1745-1828) was
prominent in matters of law
enforcement serving in several offices
prior to his joining Bow Street in 1813.
(DNB)

ii

A Parliamentary Select Committee on
The Police of the Metropolis 1816
iii

Roughly equivalent to £30

iv

Some depictions of George Ruthven,
who was a Runner in the 1830s, have
recently been recorded in a private
collection.
v

Op cit

vi

The Reminiscences and Recollections
of Capt. Gronov
2 vols.1889
816 op.cit.
vii

Whether this is a mistake and it
should be John or whether there were
two sons is impossible to say
viii

Presumably his tipstaff

ix

One of several legal centres in
London

x

The main London prison

xi

Another of London’s smaller prisons

xii

These were other London Justices

xiii

Maker of wigs

xiv

Those citizens chosen to serve as
Parish Constable could, if they so
wished, pay a substitute to serve in
their place and this was common
practice.

xv

Another Justice’s office

Back of a Bow Street warrant signed by John Fielding. The signature is scrawled because he
was blind but the same mark appears on several fully authenticated documents.

NOTE
The primary reference source for this
article is the website The Proceedings of
the Old Bailey which offers transcripts of
trials heard at this court between 1674
and 1913.Any trial mentioned in the text
is identified by its date and this was done
to obviate the need to give each trial an
endnote which would have necessitated
a tedious listing. Equivalent money
comparisons are based on the Currency
Converter listed in the National Archives
database and How much is that worth?
by Lionel Munby 1996.
Acknowledgements: London Arms Fair
and the author would like to express
their sincere thanks to the Cook
Collection for supplying and allowing the
reproduction of the illustrations.

Further reading
Those Entrusted with Arms by F.
Wilkinson, London 2002

A House in Bow Street by A. Babington,
London 1969
Memoirs of a Bow Street Runner by H.
Goddard, London 1956
History of the Bow Street Runners by G.
Armitage, London nd

The Thief Takers by Patrick Pringle,
London 1958

A Certain Amount of Low Cunning by
David Cox, London 2010
Truncheons an unequal match by Alan
Cook Colchester 2014
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Extraordinary Firearms Auction
October 4, 5, 6 & 7, 2016 in Fairfield, Maine, USA
Our spectacular Fall auction will include approximately $20 Million worth of rare and important firearms. Featuring consignments
from Private Collections and Estates: Large Collection from Baton Rouge, LA; The William Larkin Moore Private Estate Coll.;
The Frederich-Wilhelm Dauphin Coll. of Rare Mauser & Luger Pistols from Germany; Esteemed Colt Coll. of Steve Ardia (Sess.
Two); L.C. Smith Coll. of Gerald Basham; Charles Copeland, Jr. Coll.; The Dr. Cox Estate Coll. of Colts (Sess. Two); Carmen
Gianforte World’s Largest Single Coll. of Reid Knuckledusters (Sess. Two); Rick Hill Coll.; Lifetime Lefever Arms Coll. of Scott
Lefever; Wayne McNeese Coll.; Jon Roark Coll.; Coll. of Daniel C. Scott; William Smith Coll.; Estate of Tig Sogoian; Estate of
Renowned Texas Coll. Bill Stewart (Sess. Two); Final session of Dr. Sturgess from Zurich, Switzerland; the Allan Hallock Collection
of Schuetzen Rifles and more. In our upcoming “Sporting & Collector Firearms” session, which generally focuses on moderately
priced firearms (average $2,000-$8,000 range), we have a fantastic and diverse offering of high-condition firearms.
Full Color Catalogs $39 each or $100 for all 3 - Catalogs also online - www.jamesdjulia.com

Online Bidding Available Through Invaluable.com and Proxibid.com
We are the world’s leading auctioneers of rare, high-grade, quality firearms. We do not sell the
greatest number of firearms in a year, we sell the greatest number of expensive firearms in a year.

Some of the finest collectible firearms in the world pass through our hands
The Allen Hallock Collection of
Extraordinary High Art Schuetzen Rifles.
The Finest of Its Type Ever Offered At
Auction!

Remarkable William Larkin Moore Private
Estate Collection of Fine Sporting Arms
The late William Moore started a quality sporting
arms store over 45 years ago that is known
throughtout the world today. His entire private
collection of sporting arms is included in this sale.

Magnificent Royal Wheel-Lock Sporting Rifle
By Samuel Kluge In Landshut, Made For Either
King Charles XI (1655-1697) Of Sweden Or King
Christian V Of Denmark (Died 1699) Formerly The
Property Of The Rothschild Family

Extraordinary, Ivory Inlaid and Gold Decorated,
High Art Schuetzen Rifle Designed and Built by
the Renowned Firm Carl Stiegele as the Honor
Prize (Ehrengabe) for the 8th German Federal
Shooting Contest Held in Leipzig, July 1884.

Exemplary Lebeau Courally 20 Bore Boss O/U
Hand Detachable SLE Game Gun w/ Superb
High Relief Acanthus Scroll Engraving by
Lovenberg

Spectacular One of a Kind
Ulrich High Relief Engraved
Winchester M66. One of the
Best Examples Known

We are now accepting
consignments for our upcoming
March 2017 Firearm Auction
Seller’s Commission Rates on
High Value Items as low as...

0

%
Cashmore
Extremely Rare and Historic Cashmor
Shotgun Made for One of The World’s Greatest
Marksman, Annie Oakley. She was often
photographed with this gun and Cashmore
capitalized on this in their advertising. Great
Provenance!

Contact Francis Lombardi | Email: firearms@jamesdjulia.com | Tel: +1 207 453 7125 | Fax: +1 207 453 2502
Web: www.jamesdjulia.com | Fairfield, Maine, USA | Auctioneer: James D. Julia | Lic#: ME: AR83 NH: 2511

Honesty, Trust, Integrity.
Unparalleled.

Saw-Handled Mortimer Dueling Pistol By H.W. Mortimer
& Co., London, Gun-makers To His Majesty
To be offered November 2016

Always Accepting
Exceptional Consignments
Jack Lewis
firearms@cowans.com
1.513.871.1670 x227
6270 Este Ave.
Cincinnati, OH 45232

cowans.com

Historic Firearms and Early Militaria
Live Salesroom Auction
November 1-2, 2016
Bid
In person, by phone, absentee
or live online on bidsquare.com

Catalog
View catalog online at cowans.com or
request a printed catalog by e-mailing
catalogs@cowans.com

Live Online Bidding for All Auctions

Next Auction 7th December 2016

